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The European Commission launched  in December 2011 a proposal for the  “Europe for Citizens”
Programme (2014-2020), which shall, with total budget of €229 million, replace the current programme
of the same name that expires in 2013.

The Treaty on European Union takes a big step towards bringing the Union closer to its citizens and
fostering greater cross-border debate about EU policy issues: its Article  11 introduces a whole new
dimension of participatory democracy, of which one key element is the new citizens’ initiative right.
The Commission proposes with this programme to build capacity for civic participation (as one element
of a strategic triangle, in addition to delivering on citizens’ needs and to promoting citizens’ rights).

It intends to:

develop civil society capacity to participate in the Union policy making process
develop supportive structures to channel the results of such debates to policy-makers at the
relevant levels
offer additional opportunities for individual citizens to participate in debates and discussions on
Union-related issues

Timeline for “Europe for Citizens” 2014-2020:

14.12.2011 Proposal by the European Commission

2012 Discussion and voting in national parliaments

Spring 2013 Decision by the EP and Council

01.01.2014 Start of new programme

For further information, consult our Library summary on Europe for citizens: state of play and future
plans (June 2012).

Overviews

The future programme is briefly described on the Commission’s Citizenship website.
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It shall comprise two strands:

“Remembrance and European citizenship”
This strand  will support activities that invite to reflection on common values in the broadest sense,
taking into account diversity. Funds may be available for initiatives reflecting on causes of
totalitarian regimes in Europe’s modern history (especially but not exclusively Nazism and
Stalinism) and to commemorate their victims. The strand should also encompass activities
concerning other reference points in recent European history. In particular, it will give preference
to actions which encourage tolerance and reconciliation with a view to reaching the younger
generation

“Democratic engagement and civic participation”
The strand will accommodate activities that cover civic participation in the broadest sense, with
particular focus on structuring methods for long-term sustainability. It will give preference to
initiatives and projects with a clear link to the European political agenda. The strand may also cover
projects and initiatives that develop opportunities for solidarity, societal engagement and
volunteering at Union level.

The  two  strands  shall  be  complemented  by  horizontal  actions  for  analysis,  dissemination  and
exploitation of project results (“Valorisation” actions).

The current programme is centrally managed by the  Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive
Agency (EACEA) . Local information desks for the programme, the Europe for Citizens Points , are
located in each Member States. Local ECPs provide:

free information and guidance on how to access European Citizenship funding opportunities
regular updates on all Citizenship related issues at European level
networking support facilitating contact between citizenship operators in different countries and
partner finding opportunities

The  importance  of  the  EU citizenship programme  was highlighted by the  Danish  Presidency and
discussed at the  Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council meeting held in Brussels on 10 and 11
May 2012. The SOC (Employment, Social Affairs and Citizenship) Commi1ee of European Economic
and Social Commi1ee  will  debate  “Europe  for  Citizens”  Programme  2014-2020  on  27  June  2012.
Background information is available here.

Analysis

Volunteering  Infrastructure  in  Europe  /  The  European  Volunteer  Centre  (CEV),  2012.  The
publication comprises details about the physical structures, support mechanisms, human resources,
knowledge,  research and sustainable  funding,  made  available  to  support  volunteers and volunteer
organisations in 29 European countries.

Maximising the Potential of Mobility in Building European Identity and Promoting Civic Participation in
EU / European Commission, 2011.
This study critically reviews existing practice, to inform an analysis of what steps could be taken to
make transnational civil society mobility more effective within the “Europe for Citizens” programme,
including taking account  of  lessons learned from the  Programme’s  Innovative  Actions component
carried out in 2009.

Europe for Citizens 2014-2020 | European Parliamentary Research Service http://epthinktank.eu/2012/06/08/europe-for-citizens-2014-2020/

2 di 7 02/01/2014 14:25



Participatory Citizenship in the European Union / Bryony Hoskins et al., 2012.
The study ‘Participatory Citizenship in the European Union’ mapped the theory, policy, practices and
levels  of  engagement  across  Europe  into  4  reports:  the  Contextual Analysis  Report,  the  Analytic
Report, the Good Practices Report and the Final Study Summary and Policy Recommendations. Data
was collected from the 27 EU member states by experts. This was complemented with the analysis of
European and international datasets and the most up to date literature in the field.

Volunteering in the EU/ European Commission, 2010.
The aim of this study is to help the Commission consider ways in which the voluntary sector could be
further promoted at EU level and the extent to which volunteering could help the EU in achieving its
wider  strategic  objectives  set  out  in  for  example  the  Social Agenda  and the  Lisbon  Strategy.  Its
objectives are to:

reach a be1er understanding of the volunteering landscape in all 27 Member States
identify trends, similarities and differences, opportunities and challenges
help determine the scope of possible future policies and actions
raise awareness of the possible benefits of supporting volunteering
serve as an information source and provide a detailed picture of what is ongoing in volunteering in
the entire EU to inform the European Year 2011.

Progress report of the focus groups and support for impact assessment / ECORYS, 2011.
This study builds on the findings of the Interim Evaluation of the Europe for Citizens Programme, and
the stated objectives are as follows:

to organise and run focus groups with programme beneficiaries and stakeholders in Paris, Vienna
and Warsaw in conjunction with the local Europe for Citizens Points
to identify ways in which supported projects and organisations can achieve (and obstacles
preventing hem from achieving) greater sustainability and impact in the following areas:

involving more and different types of people
achieving greater impact on those taking part
developing activities that are interesting for citizens and relevant to their needs
bringing target groups together (especially multipliers or intermediaries between citizensand
policymakers)
connecting the European / transnational and local levels
encouraging greater dissemination or communication of results

The cultural component of citizenship / Laura Herrero, European House for Culture for Access to
Culture, 2011.
This study analyses a “new” concept of citizenship, with an emphasis on the  cultural affiliation of
individuals and groups. The cultural component of citizenship is increasingly important to understand
European and Union notions of citizenship and the EU se1ing for citizens’ activism.

Citizens  in  Europe.  Civic  activism and the  Community democratic  experiment  /  Giovanni Moro,
Springer, 2012.
This book aims, on the one hand, to bridge the academic debate to more policy oriented debates in
which active  citizenship organizations and policy makers are  involved;  and, on the  other hand,  to
bridge theoretical discussion of the nature of the EU with the empirical literature based on the study of
civic activism in Europe and at the national level.  The distinctiveness of the book is that it  tries to
overcome both the “methodological nationalism” that affects the research and public debate on the
EU,  the  normative  a1itude  of  most  part  of  European  studies  in  favor  of  an  approach  aimed at
describing phenomena, and the habit of dealing with civic associations in Europe by referring only to
the “Brussels Civil Society,” making it of interest to both policy makers as well as students and scholars
in European Studies, Political Science, Sociology and International Relations.
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The Oxford Handbook of Civil Society/ Edited by Michael Edwards, Oxford University Press, 2011.
In the past two decades, ‘”civil society” has become a central organizing concept in the social sciences.
Occupying the  middle  ground  between  the  state  and private  life,  the  civil  sphere  encompasses
everything from associations to protests to church groups to nongovernmental organizations. Interest
in the topic exploded with the decline of statism in the 1980s and 1990s, and many of our current
debates about politics and social policy are informed by the renewed focus on civil society.

Stakeholder views

On 21 June 2011, stakeholders gathered in Brussels for a consultation meeting to further shape the
“Europe for Citizens” Programme for 2014 and beyond. This Stakeholder Forum was an opportunity
for the Commission to get views from partners and beneficiaries on the concept that has been born out
of the consultations in 2010 and 2011.

Prior to the Stakeholder Forum, the results of Online Consultation on the Future of the “Europe for
Citizens” Programme were  published.  81% of  respondents agree  that  “there  is  a  need for an EU
programme promoting and supporting civic participation”. Civil society and third sector groups are
most likely to agree that there is a need for a programme (98%); and while citizens are less likely to
agree, a majority (59%) are still in favour. Interestingly, respondents aged 65 and over are most likely to
feel there is a need for the programme, though this is based on a relatively small sample of 26 people.
234 comments provide further information on why the programme is needed, producing a wide variety
of responses and very few common themes.

Opinion of the Ministry of Education and Culture of Austria (BMUKK)  towards “Europe for Citizens”
2014-2020 Programme / Bundesministerium für Unterricht, Kunst und Kultur, 2012.
The BMUKK advocated a continuation of this ambitious EU programme. Its central challenge is to
maintain  the  diversity  in  Europe,  social  cohesion  and  solidarity.  The  intercultural  dialogue,  the
discussion with seemingly “strangers”, and the promotion of mutual understanding must be the core
objectives of the programme. These include, among others, specifically recalling the recent history of
Europe and create an awareness of the importance which the EU plays in the daily lives of all citizens.
The programme should be user-friendly for its goals to be achieved.

Stellungnahme der KuPoGe e.V. zum EU-Bürgerschaftsprogramm / Kulturpolitischen Gesellschaft e.V,
2011.
The KuPoGe issued an opinion on the  future  of the  EU programme “Europe for Citizens” to the
German members of the European Parliament in Commi1ee for Culture, Education, Citizenship and
Budget  (CULT, BUDG  and SURE).  In  response  to a reduced budget  proposal from the  European
Commission for the period 2014-2020 it advocates adequate funding for the Citizenship programme,
which it  considers  useful in  light  of  current  political and economic  developments  in  Europe.  The
KuPoGe considers the reduction of the programme funding risks to drive away the citizens’ support
for, and commitment to, European issues.

White paper for an active European citizenship /The Council of European Municipalities and Regions,
2011.
The white paper is the result of a reflection orchestrated by CEMR and which involved stakeholders
active in the fields of citizenship and town twinning such as local and regional elected representatives,
twinning experts,  representatives  of  civil  society,  actors  on  the  ground and European  institution
representatives.  Together, they identified the needs and expectations of municipalities, regions and
their citizens in order to come up with concrete solutions to current and upcoming challenges.
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Contribution  to  the  consultation  on  the  “Europe  for  Citizens”  Programme  2014-2020  /  European
Non-governmental Sports Organization, 2011.
ENGSO  highlights  the  necessity of  having a  substantial  programme  for  promoting citizenship  in
Europe,  with  a  budget  at  least  equivalent  to  the  current  financial framework and makes  several
suggestions it hopes will be incorporated into the programme.

“Europe for Citizens” Programme 2014 -2020: An Opportunity for Youth Participation?/  European
Youth Forum, 2011.
The new programme has the potential to be utilised by European youth organisations. Funding will be
provided for  youth  organisation’s  under  the  auspices  of  civic  participation  and  widening youth
involvement  at  Union  level.  The  Youth  Forum  hopes  that  more  youth  organisations  have  the
opportunity to apply and be granted this funding during the 2014-2020 period in order to increase and
strengthen youth participation in civil society and on the political stage.

The  European  Commission  provides  a  list  of  structured  dialogue  members  for  the  “Europe  for
Citizens” 2014-2020 programme . Here is a selection of some think tanks and NGO’s who took part in
the consultation process and contribute through their activities to the promotion of active European
citizenship:

The European Association for the Defense of Human Rights (AEDH) gathers together leagues and
associations defending Human Rights in European Union countries.
It is involved in all areas that touch on Fundamental Rights, including democracy and citizenship issues
and has published reports on citizenship and the Union.

The European Civic Forum (ECF) is a transnational network that brings together over 100 associations
and NGOs  across  27  ountries  in  Europe  and is  actively working to  promote  civic  and popular
ownership of Europe. Facing this growing civic disaffection across Europe, it is more critical than ever
to foster citizens’ engagement for a collective project and the emergence of a European public space
where the role and influence of civil society are fully recognized though the se1ing up of a genuine
European civil dialogue.

Eur@dioNantes  aims  at  taking part  into  the  building of  a  common  awareness  of  the  diversity of
European  cultures,  points  of  view and innovations.  Eur@dioNantes  wishes  to  develop  a  hub  for
European information that is broadcasted both on the web and on local radio.

Friends of Europe is a leading European think-tank that aims to stimulate thinking on the future of the
EU.   For  over  a  decade  our  contribution  has  been  the  confrontation  of  ideas  that  is  vital  to
policymaking and to encouraging wider involvement in Europe’s future.

European Citizen Action Service (ECAS) – empowering citizens and civil society with the European
Union. An association about action as much as information, creating balance between public interest
and corporate lobbying. Publications

European Year of Citizens 2013 Alliance Manifesto / 2012.
Major European civil society organisations and networks have  joined their forces and created the
EYC2013 Alliance to put forward proposals aimed at placing European citizenship at the heart of the
EU political agenda.

Related EU programmes and projects
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European Year of Citizens 2013
European Year of Citizens 2013 is an initiative of the European Commission, which will provide an
opportunity for people throughout Europe to:

learn about the rights and opportunities open to them thanks to EU citizenship – particularly their
right to live and work anywhere in the EU
stimulate debate about the obstacles that prevent people from fully using these rights and generate
specific proposals for addressing them
encourage people to participate in civic fora on EU policies and issues.

An official website will be available soon. For more information consult the European Commission’s 
press release.

European Year of Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations 2012
The year is intended to raise awareness of the contribution that older people make to society. It seeks
to encourage policymakers and relevant stakeholders at all levels to take action with the aim of creating
be1er opportunities for active ageing and strengthening solidarity between generations. For additional
information consult AGE Platform Europe, a network of around 165 organisations of and for people
aged 50+  representing directly over 30 million older people in Europe.

The European citizens’ initiative /2011
The ECI will allow one million citizens from at least one quarter of the EU Member States to invite the
European Commission to bring forward proposals for legal acts in areas where the Commission has the
power to do so. The organisers of a citizens’ initiative, a citizens’ commi1ee composed of at least 7 EU
citizens who are resident in at least 7 different Member States, will have 1 year to collect the necessary
statements of support.  The number of statements of support has to be  certified by the  competent
authorities in the Member States. The Commission will then have 3 months to examine the initiative
and decide how to act on it.

Related legislative procedure

Programme “Europe for Citizens” 2014-2020 / OIEL file, 2005/0041(COD)

Opinion on the legal basis of the proposal for a Council regulation establishing for the period 2014-2020
the programme “Europe for Citizens” (COM(2011)0884 – 2011/0436(APP))/ Doris Pack, Chair of the
EP CULT Commi1ee, 2012
The Commi1ee on Legal Affairs considered the above question at its meeting of 27 March 2012 and
decided by unanimity to recommend that the appropriate legal basis for the proposal for a regulation
establishing for the period 2014-2020 the programme “Europe for Citizens” should be Articles 167 and
352 TFEU.

Press Articles

European Commission puts town twinning, remembrance of Europe’s history and civil society debate
about Europe at the heart of new “Europe for Citizens” Programme / Rapid press release, 2011
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Europe for Citizens: Executive unveils new programme for 2014-2020 / Europolitics, January 2012.

Discussion

No comments yet.
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